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Repentance: Evidence of Faith



The first 2 kings of the nation of Israel
• King Saul
• King David

1 Samuel 15:3 Now go and strike Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them
not; but slay both man and woman, infant and nursing child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.

1 Samuel 15:8-9 And he took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed all the
people with the edge of the sword. But Saul and the people spared Agag, and the best of the
sheep, and of the oxen, and of the fatlings, and the lambs, and all that was good, and would not
utterly destroy them: but everything that was despised and worthless, that they destroyed
utterly.

2 Samuel 11:4 And David sent messengers, and took her; and she came in unto him, and he lay
with her; for she was purified from her uncleanness: and she returned unto her house.



Strictly judging by their sin, David is way worse than Saul



However, as we read on
• Saul was rejected as king
• David is called “a man after God’s own heart”



The answer lies in the way they responded when they got rebuked

1 Samuel 15:12 And when Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning, it was told Samuel,
saying, Saul came to Carmel, and, behold, he set him up a place, and has gone about, and
passed on, and gone down to Gilgal.

1 Samuel 15:13 And Samuel came to Saul: and Saul said unto him, Blessed be you of the LORD: I
have performed the commandment of the LORD.

1 Samuel 15:14-15 And Samuel said, What means then this bleating of the sheep in my ears,
and the lowing of the oxen which I hear? And Saul said, They have brought them from the
Amalekites: for the people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto the
LORD your God; and the rest we have utterly destroyed.

1 Samuel 15:16-21 Then Samuel said unto Saul, Stay, and I will tell you what the LORD has said
to me this night. And he said unto him, Say on. And Samuel said, When you were little in your
own sight, were you not made the head of the tribes of Israel, and the LORD anointed you king
over Israel? And the LORD sent you on a journey, and said, Go and utterly destroy the sinners the
Amalekites, and fight against them until they are consumed. Why then did you not obey the
voice of the LORD, but did pounce upon the spoil, and did evil in the sight of the LORD? And Saul
said unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the voice of the LORD, and have gone the way which the
LORD sent me, and have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the
Amalekites. But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the best of the things which should
have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice unto the LORD your God in Gilgal.

1 Samuel 15:22-25 And Samuel said, has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and
sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to
hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as
iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, he has also rejected you
from being king. And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned: for I have transgressed the
commandment of the LORD, and your words: because I feared the people, and obeyed their
voice. Now therefore, I pray you, pardon my sin, and turn again with me, that I may worship the
LORD.

1 Samuel 15:26-30 And Samuel said unto Saul, I will not return with you: for you have rejected
the word of the LORD, and the LORD has rejected you from being king over Israel. And as
Samuel turned about to go away, he laid hold upon the skirt of his mantle, and it tore. And
Samuel said unto him, The LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from you this day, and has given
it to a neighbor of yours, who is better than you. And also the Strength of Israel will not lie nor
repent: for he is not a man, that he should repent. Then he said, I have sinned: yet honor me
now, I pray you, before the elders of my people, and before Israel, and turn again with me, that I
may worship the LORD your God.



Pride



Deflection



Blaming others



Justifying our sin



Twisting Truth



Blaming



Wanting to “just move on”, not dealing with sin



Doing right things with the wrong motives

2 Samuel 12:1-4 And the LORD sent Nathan unto David. And he came unto him, and said unto
him, There were two men in one city; the one rich, and the other poor. The rich man had a great
many flocks and herds: But the poor man had nothing, except one little ewe lamb, which he had
bought and nourished up: and it grew up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of
his own food, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter.
And there came a traveller unto the rich man, and he refused to take of his own flock and of his
own herd, to prepare for the wayfaring man that was come unto him; but took the poor man's
lamb, and prepared it for the man that was come to him.

2 Samuel 12:5-6 And David's anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan,
As the LORD lives, the man that has done this thing shall surely die: And he shall restore the
lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity.

2 Samuel 12:7-12 And Nathan said to David, You are the man. Thus says the LORD God of Israel,
I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you out of the hand of Saul; And I gave you your
master's house, and your master's wives into your bosom, and gave you the house of Israel and
of Judah; and if that had been too little, I would moreover have given unto you more things.
Why have you despised the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in his sight? you have killed
Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and have taken his wife to be your wife, and have slain him
with the sword of the children of Ammon. Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your
house; because you have despised me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your
wife. Thus says the LORD, Behold, I will raise up evil against you out of your own house, and I
will take your wives before your eyes, and give them unto your neighbor, and he shall lie with
your wives in the sight of this sun. For you did it secretly: but I will do this thing before all Israel,
and before the sun.

2 Samuel 12:13 And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD. And Nathan said
unto David, The LORD also has put away your sin; you shall not die.



The way God responds to Saul and David is consistent with what the New Testament
teaches
• God doesn’t judge us by our performance
• Our repentance however is a clear sign whether we have Faith



Biblical Repentance is Evidence of Faith



Examining ourselves whether we repent like Saul or David is a great way to examine
ourselves whether we are in the Faith

