The Spirit unifies
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o 1.Cor. 12
* Gifts of the Spirit
* The Body of Christ



Today’s Focus

o The Spirit unifies



The Book of Acts

Acts 2:44-47 And all that believed were together, and had all things common; And sold their
possessions and goods, and distributed them to all men, as every man had need. Andithey,
continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house tothouse, did

eat their food with gladness and sincerity of heart, Praising God, and having favor with all the
people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as were being saved.




Paul’s Prayer

2 Corinthians 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and thefellowship
of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. Amen.



Love and Unity

Philippians 2:1-2 If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of lovejif any
fellowship of the Spirit, if any affections and mercies, Fulfill you my joy, that you be like
minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.



The Body of Christ

Ephesians 4:3-6 Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Theré.is one
body, and one Spirit, even as you are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord,.0ne faith,
one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.



The Body of Christ

1 Corinthians 12:21-25 And the eye cannot say unto the hand, | have no need of you: nor
again the head to the feet, | have no need of you. Nay, much more those members of the
body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary: And those members of the body, which
we think to be less honorable, upon these we bestow more abundant honor; and our less
respectable parts have greater respect. For our more respectable parts have no need: but God
has arranged the body together, having given more abundant honor to that.part which
lacked: That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have.the
same care one for another.



The other side of the same coin

Galatians 5:19-21 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery,
fornication, impurity, licentiousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, strife, jealousy, wrath,
selfishness, divisions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of

which I tell you beforehand, as | have also told you in time past, that they who do such things
shall not inherit the kingdom of God.



Why is it important?

o Evangelism

John 17:23 | in them, and you in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world
may know that you have sent me, and have loved them, as you have loved me.



Why is it important?

o The church in this world

Ephesians 4:11-13 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists;
and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry,
for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith,sand of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ:




Why is it important?

o Destiny

Revelation 7:9-10 After this | beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number,
of all nations, and tribes, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the
Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; And cried with a loud'voice, saying,
Salvation to our God who sits upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.



Examining ourselves and our church

o Unity is evidence of the Spirit’s presence and work in a church community

o The lack of unity could be a sign of a lack of the presence and work of the Spirit



Closing questions

o How am | contributing to divisions, tension and strife within the Body of Christ?

o How am | contributing to the unity of the Body of Christ?

Ephesians 4:3 Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.



