Who is God? Who am I?
Forgiveness
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o Who is God? Who am I?

o The Relationship Aspect
* Lost Sheep
* Waiting Father



Today’s Focus

o The Forgiving Master



Today’s Passage

Matthew 18:21-35 Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how often shall my brother sin
against me, and | forgive him? till seven times? Jesus said unto him, | say not unto you, Until
seven times: but, Until seventy times seven. Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto
a certain king, who would take account of his servants. And when he had begun the
reckoning, one was brought unto him, who owed him ten thousand talents. But sincethe had
nothing to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he
had, and payment to be made. The servant therefore fell down, and worshiped him, saying,
Lord, have patience with me, and | will pay you all. Then the lord of that servant was moved
with compassion, and released him, and forgave him the debt. But the same servant went
out, and found one of his fellow servants, who owed him a hundred pence: and he laid hands
on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me what you owe:



Today’s Passage

And his fellow servant fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, Have patience with me,
and 1 will pay you all. And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, till he should pay
the debt. So when his fellow servants saw what was done, they were very sorry, and came
and told unto their lord all that was done. Then his lord, after that he had called himssaid
unto him, O you wicked servant, | forgave you all that debt, because you desired me: Should
not you also have had compassion on your fellow servant, even as | had pity on you? And his
lord was angry, and delivered him to the jailers, till he should pay all that was due unto'him.
So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if you from your hearts forgive not
everyone his brother their trespasses.



Today’s Passage

Matthew 18:21-22 Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how often shall my brother sin
against me, and | forgive him? till seven times? Jesus said unto him, | say not unto yod, Until
seven times: but, Until seventy times seven.

o How would anybody be able to offer unlimited forgiveness?



Today’s Passage

Matthew 18:23-24 Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, who would
take account of his servants. And when he had begun the reckoning, one was brought unto
him, who owed him ten thousand talents.



Today’s Passage

Matthew 18:25 But since he had nothing to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold; and his
wife, and children, and all that he had, and payment to be made.



Today’s Passage

Matthew 18:26 The servant therefore fell down, and worshiped him, saying, Lord, have
patience with me, and I will pay you all.



Today’s Passage

Matthew 18:27 Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion, and reledsed him,
and forgave him the debt.



Today’s Passage

Matthew 18:28 But the same servant went out, and found one of his fellow servantswho
owed him a hundred pence: and he laid hands on him, and took him by the throats'saying, Pay
me what you owe.



Today’s Passage

Matthew 18:29 And his fellow servant fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, Have
patience with me, and I will pay you all.



Today’s Passage

Matthew 18:30 And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, till he should pdy the
debt.



Today’s Passage

Matthew 18:31-33 So when his fellow servants saw what was done, they were very sorry, and
came and told unto their lord all that was done. Then his lord, after that he had called him,
said unto him, O you wicked servant, | forgave you all that debt, because you desired me:
Should not you also have had compassion on your fellow servant, even as | had pity on you?



Today’s Passage

Matthew 18:34 And his lord was angry, and delivered him to the jailers, till he should pay all
that was due unto him.



Today’s Passage

Matthew 18:35 So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if you from yoUr hearts
forgive not everyone his brother their trespasses.



o How could this servant be so stupid?



The Servant

o | see parallels to the Older Brother in Luke 15
* Being offered forgiveness, but not willing to receive it



The Servant

o The Servant was forgiven

o The Servant had a choice how to treat his fellow servant
* The servant could apply the law to his friend or have compassion on his friend
* The master applies the same standard on the servant that he applies to his fellow servant

I don’t need what you owe me. | have everything | need in my master



The Master

o The Master didn’t primarily care about money
o The Master cared about changing the heart of his servant

o The Master wanted the servant to reflect his heart to others



Unforgiveness

o The intention of unforgiveness is to punish the other person

o In reality, unforgiveness puts us in prison (not the other person)



The Original Question

o How would anybody be able to offer unlimited forgiveness?

o God offers us
* Unconditional love
* Forgiveness
Eternal riches
Eternal life



What is our Choice?

o We can hold each other to the law

o Or we can reflect God’s Forgiveness to each other

I don’t need what you owe me. | have everything I need in God



Evidence of Faith

o Being able to forgive others is evidence that we have received forgiveness from God

o Being able to forgive others is evidence of genuine Faith



In Conclusion

o We should ask God for personal revelations of this parable
* Our own sinfulness and debt towards God
* Arevelation of God’s forgiveness
* An examination what we are reflecting to people around us
* Arevelation how God treats us in light of how we treat one another



