Who is God? Who am I?
Lost and Found (Part 2)

August 18th 2024



o The relationship aspect of “Who is God?” and “Who am |”?

o Last week: The Lost Sheep

Luke 15:7 | say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinnerthat repents,
more than over ninety and nine just persons, who need no repentance.



Today’s Focus

o The Younger Brother



The Setting

o Jesus speaks to two groups of people
* Pharisees
* Tax Collectors and Sinners

o The two brothers represent these two groups
* The younger brother represents the tax collectors and sinners
* The older brother represents the Pharisees



The Waiting Father

Luke 15:11-24 And he said, A certain man had two sons: And the younger of them said to his
father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me. And he divided unto them his
living. And not many days later the younger son gathered everything together, and took his
journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living. And when he
had spent everything, there arose a great famine in that land; and he began to befin want.
And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to
feed swine. And he would gladly have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat:
and no man gave unto him. And when he came to himself, he said, Howsmany hired servants
of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and | perish with hunger!



The Waiting Father

I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, | have sinned against heaven,
and before you, And am no more worthy to be called your son: make me as one of your hired
servants. And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his
father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. And the
son said unto him, Father, | have sinned against heaven, and in your sight, and am'no more
worthy to be called your son. But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and
put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and sandals on his feet: And bring here the fatted
calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: For this my son was dead, and'isalive again; he
was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry.



The Waiting Father

Luke 15:11-12 And he said, A certain man had two sons: And the younger of them said to his
father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me. And he divided unto_them his
living.



The Waiting Father

Luke 15:13 And not many days later the younger son gathered everything together; and took
his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living!



The Waiting Father

Luke 15:14 And when he had spent everything, there arose a great famine in that Iand; and he
began to be in want.



The Waiting Father

Luke 15:15-16 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him
into his fields to feed swine. And he would gladly have filled his belly with the husks that the
swine did eat: and no man gave unto him.



The Waiting Father

Luke 15:17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father’s
have bread enough and to spare, and | perish with hunger!



The Waiting Father

Luke 15:18-19 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, | have sinned
against heaven, and before you, And am no more worthy to be called your son: make me as
one of your hired servants.



The Waiting Father

Luke 15:20 And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way. off, his
father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.



The Waiting Father

Luke 15:21 And the son said unto him, Father, | have sinned against heaven, and in ybur sight,
and am no more worthy to be called your son.



The Waiting Father

Luke 15:22-24 But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him;
and put a ring on his hand, and sandals on his feet: And bring here the fatted calf, and kill it;
and let us eat, and be merry: For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is
found. And they began to be merry.



The Waiting Father

o The father treated the son very differently before he left and after he returned



Why did the Father allow all this to happen?

o The Father was after a relationship more than “blind obedience”



Application

o God allows us to leave Him
o God allows us to make bad choices, so that we return to Him and love Him

o When we return to God, He does everything He can to fully restore us



The Question

o Where in our hearts are we like the younger brother?
* Where are we like the lost sheep?



