Community: Use Your Talents

October 20t 2024



Last Week

o Unity
* Not uniformity
* We can believe different things on secondary issues

* Our unity has to have higher priority than “convincing others of our view.on secondary
issues”



Today’s Focus

o Use your Talents



Today’s Passage

Matthew 25:14-30 (KJ2000) For the kingdom of heaven is as a man traveling into a far
country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods. And unto one he
gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his own
ability; and immediately took his journey. Then he that had received the five talents went and
traded with the same, and made five other talents. And likewise he that had receivedtwo, he
also gained another two. But he that had received one went and dug in the earthgand hid his
lord’s money. After a long time the lord of those servants came, and settled accounts with
them. And so he that had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying,
Lord, you delivered unto me five talents: behold, | have gained beside them five talents more.
His lord said unto him, Well done, you good and faithful servant: youshave been faithful over
a few things, | will make you ruler over many things: enter into the joy of your lord.



Today’s Passage

He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, you delivered unto me two talents:
behold, | have gained two other talents beside them. His lord said unto him, Well done, good
and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, | will make you ruler over many
things: enter into the joy of your lord. Then he who had received the one talent came and
said, Lord, | knew you that you are a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and
gathering where you have not spread: And | was afraid, and went and hid your talent'in the
earth: lo, there you have what is yours. His lord answered and said unto him, Youwicked and
slothful servant, you knew that | reap where | sowed not, and gather where | have not spread:
You ought therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should
have received my own with interest. Take therefore the talent from himgandgive it unto him
who has ten talents. For unto everyone that has shall be given, and hé shall have abundance:
but from him that has not shall be taken away even that which he‘has. And cast the
unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.



The Master

Matthew 25:14-15 (KJ2000) For the kingdom of heaven is as a man traveling into a far.
country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods. And unto©ne he
gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to'his own
ability; and immediately took his journey.



The First Two Servants

Matthew 25:16-17 (KJ2000) Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with
the same, and made five other talents. And likewise he that had received two, he.dlso gained
another two.



The Third Servant

Matthew 25:18 (KJ2000) But he that had received one went and dug in the earth, and hid his
lord’s money.



The Return

Matthew 25:19 (KJ2000) After a long time the lord of those servants came, and settled
accounts with them.



The First Two Servants

Matthew 25:20-23 (KJ2000) And so he that had received five talents came and brought five
other talents, saying, Lord, you delivered unto me five talents: behold, | have gained beside
them five talents more. His lord said unto him, Well done, you good and faithful servant: you
have been faithful over a few things, | will make you ruler over many things: enter into the joy
of your lord. He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, you delivered unto me
two talents: behold, | have gained two other talents beside them. His lord saitl unto him, Well
done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, | will make you
ruler over many things: enter into the joy of your lord.



The Third Servant

Matthew 25:24-25 (KJ2000) Then he who had received the one talent came and said, Lord, |
knew you that you are a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where
you have not spread: And | was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the earth: lo, there you
have what is yours.



The Third Servant

Matthew 25:26-27 (KJ2000) His lord answered and said unto him, You wicked and slothful

servant, you knew that | reap where | sowed not, and gather where | have not spread: You
ought therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming | should

have received my own with interest.

Matthew 25:30 (KJ2000) And cast the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.



Application

o What are the Talents?
e Everything God has given us



What God wants us to use

o Time

o Energy

o Love

o Spiritual Gifts

o Finances

o In other Words: Everything is for God’s Glory
1 Corinthians 10:31 (KJ2000) Whether therefore you eat, or drink,.or whatsoever you do, do
all to the glory of God.



Remember

o God gives us a choice
o God allows us to make the wrong choices
o But it doesn’t change the fact that God has expectations towards us

o One day, we will have to give an account for EVERYTHING God has given us



Aletheia

o God wants us to invest into the church that we are part of

o Let’s use the gifts God has given us to build His Kingdom in this church
* For each other
* For those who are not yet part of a church community



In Conclusion

o Use Your Gift!



